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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Reasons For Allowance 

The combination as claimed wherein a modulating signal responsive to the data 
signals for a time period longer than said time interval, such that the modulating signal 
is operative to modulate at least two successive pulses and wherein an attribute of the 
modulating signal changes between at least two successive pulses (claim 49) is not 
disclosed, suggested, or made obvious by the prior art of record. 

Bosschaerts et al. (US 5,783,356) discloses a laser system (Fig. 5) that has an acoustic 
wave inside a modulator (5). However, Bosschaerts et al. does not disclose a 
modulating signal is operative to modulate at least two successive pulses and wherein 
an attribute of the modulating signal changes between at least two successive pulses. 

Allen et al. (WO 98/27450) discloses a laser pattern generator (Fig. 1). However, Allen 
et al. does not disclose that a modulating signal. inside modulator (46) that is operative 
to modulate at least two successive pulses and wherein an attribute of the modulating 
signal changes between at least two successive pulses. 

McCullough (EP 844 530) discloses an illumination system comprising a modulator (36). 
However, McCullough does not disclose a modulating signal is operative to modulate at 
least two successive pulses and wherein an attribute of the modulating signal changes 
between at least two successive pulses. 
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Any inquiry concerning, this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P Nghiem whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2277. The examiner can normally be reached on M-H. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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